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MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 


Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Photograph North Eastham 


Address: 580 Massasoit Road 


Historic Name: Cobb — Brackett General Store 
Uses: Present: commercial 

Original: commercial 
Date of Construction: 1871-1874 
Source: deeds, historic newspapers, historic maps 
Style/Form: Gothic Revival/2-sty front gable 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
= Foundation: brick 

View from 

Wall/Trim: vinyl clapboard/wood 

Locus Map (north at to 

— P< = wy 2 = Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
None 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Vinyl siding added, late 20" c. 
Second-story deck added to rear, late 20" c. 


Condition: good 

Moved: no] yesL] Date: 

Acreage: 0.17 

Setting: The property is situated at a five-way intersection 
in the center of North Eastham with a number of 19""- 


century properties later subdivided for dense residential 
development. 


Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer _ 
Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 


Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Cobb — Brackett General Store, reputedly built in 1871, is a two-story wood frame commercial building with a store on the 
first floor and a dwelling on the second floor. The rectangular building has a front-gable front fagade facing Massasoit Road and 
the five-way intersection in the center of North Easton. A first-story storefront. with large six-pane display windows flanking a 
recessed center entrance with twin doors and transom, is sheltered by a shed roof porch with timberwork braces on the sides. 
Three windows are evenly-spaced across the second story and a single attic window is centered in the gable. The northerly side 
wall has no windows on the first floor, for interior shelving, and two windows on the second. There are five windows on each 
level of the south wall, those in the eastern-most bay are smaller, probably indicating the location of stairs between floors. The 
rear wall has two doors at the corners of the first story, the southern one leading to the stairs to the second story. A single door 
on the south corner of the second story probably once led to exterior stairs as a second means of egress. Today, it opens on an 
elevated deck. The building is situated on a small lot close to its front and side lot lines. Parking areas are located on the Oak 
Road frontage and in the rear of the building; it | set back from Massasoit Road behind a small lawn. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

It is believed that a store was operating at the intersection of Massasoit, Oak, and Herring Brook Roads by 1860, though 
historical accounts assert that the current building at 580 Massasoit Road was erected in 1871.' According to local historians, 
the store was founded by master mariner Harding K. Cobb (1826-72), who was active both in the coastwise trade and in the 
packet trade in Cape Cod Bay. Cobb, born in Eastham, had lived at what is now 590 Massasoit Road since 1853, and four years 
later he commissioned the construction of the May Queen, a 65-ton schooner built at Duxbury to run between Boston and 
Eastham. The Yarmouth Register reported that Cobb both owned and commanded the vessel and expressed its hope that the 
May Queen might “make a thousand trips across the Bay.”? 


Cobb landed Boston goods at Campground Landing and had them carted the half-mile east to his store, which might have been 
kept in his own house or in a building on the lot next door at 580 Massasoit Road, on land which his father Scotter Cobb (1783- 
1874) owned. In 1855 Scotter Cobb sold the parcel to John H. Bangs for $60 in 1855. The parcel was then 1.90 acres, and the 
deed does not mention the presence of buildings on the lot. The 1858 Eastham map attaches Bangs’s name to a building foot 
print in the vicinity, and by the time Bangs sold it to fish and oyster dealer Joseph G. Holbrook (1815-98) of Charlestown in 1873, 
a barn and outbuildings, not a store, were part of the property. If the received construction date of 1871 is correct, then Bangs 
would have built the store before selling the property to Holbrook. A North Eastham native and the son of Elisha and Sarah 
Holbrook, Joseph G. Holbrook had lived and worked in Charlestown since at least 1848 and may have thought of operating a 
store, but in September 1874, scarcely a year after he acquired the property, he sold it Arthur Harding Cobb (1851-1933) for 
$1000.° The 1880 census described Cobb, then twenty-nine years old, as a “country store keeper.” It is possible that Cobb built 
the store in 1874. 


During this time, Harding K. Cobb was consistently described in censuses as a master mariner living with his wife Amanda 
Burnham Cobb (1833-1919), whom he married in Boston in 1850, and their children Arthur Harding, Edward F., Sarah A., and 
Abithah A, born between 1851 and 1866. By 1870 Arthur is listed in the federal census as a clerk, and one 1933 history of the 
store states that he was managing his father’s store. In 1873 Arthur H. Cobb married Sarah D. Smith of Eastham, and in addition 


1 See “’Brackett’s’ to Close,” Hyannis Patriot, 9 March 1933, 5. 
2 “Launched,” YR, 30 October 1857, 2. Cobb had earlier been master of the sloop Sarah Elizabeth and the Abraham C. Totton; see Boston 
Statesman, 9 August 1851, 4. 
3 Scotter Cobb to John H. Bangs, December 1855, BCD 59:436; John H. Bangs to Joseph G. Holbrook, Charlestown, 9 July 1873, BCD 
115:10; Joseph G. Holbrook, Boston, to Arthur H. Cobb, 3 September 1874, BCD 118:508. In 1864 John H. Bangs had acquired the entire 
Millenium Grove camp meeting site across Massasoit Road, including its “preacher’s stand and buildings,” from the Methodist Episcopal Camp 
Meeting Association for $740. in its report on the sale the Yarmouth Register (Eastham Millenium Grove Sold,” 3 June 1864, 2) stated, “It will 
be recollected by many that Mr. Bangs erected the first tent on the Ground, and had the superintendence of the Boston Committee’s tents 
during the time the meetings were held in that town.” In the 1870s Bangs and his younger brother Scotter were ferry tollmen in Chelsea 
(probably under the supervision of North Eastham’s Lincoln F. Cobb), but by the early 1880s he had moved to Chicago; he died in Omaha, NB, 
in 1897. 
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to running the store he served on the town’s school committee. In 1883 he paid the second-highest taxes in town--$68.94, only 
slightly less than the $69.09 farmer and weir fisherman Philip Smith paid. In 1885 his wife died, and in 1889 Cobb married her 
younger sister Effie Irene Smith. By then he was living in Braintree and working as a soap manufacturer; who managed the store 
in his absence is not documented, but it seems almost certain to have been Samuel F. Brackett, who later acquired the property; 
one history of the store stated that he had gone to work for Arthur Cobb in 1870. By 1920 Cobb was flour and cereals sales 
agent in Braintree living with his second wife, their two children Arthur C. ad Muriel R., and the three adult children from his first 
marriage—Grace, a milling office bookkeeper; Amanda B., a stenographer for a street railway company; and Edna, a public 
school teacher. 


In October 1903 Arthur Cobb sold the store building and its lot to Samuel F. Brackett for $1700.* The son of Elkanah C. Brackett 
(1809-91) and his second wife Achsah Snow Crosby Smith (1823-1903), Samuel F. Brackett was born in 1864, and by 1880 he 
and his older brother George B. were doing farm work, but they began to invest in real estate and to build cottages for summer 
residents by the turn of the century; the Yarmouth Register reported that Samuel Brackett owned a tourist trailer camp on 
Massasoit Road in the late 1930s.° George B. Brackett largely remained a farmer, but when Samuel Brackett married Anna S. 
Eldredge of Wellfleet in 1888 he was a trader. The couple moved to the former Scotter Cobb house at 670 Massasoit Road 
(EAS.80) after their marriage, and in 1900 Brackett was listed in the census as a grocer. He and his wife had one son, Samuel 
H. Brackett, in 1806, and in 1910 Annie Brackett’s elderly father Gideon Eldredge lived with the family. By 1929 Brackett had 
retired from running the store and turned its management over to his son. Arthur T. Benner Jr., born near the store in 1916, 
recalled the interior in great detail in a 1988 interview: 


As you came in the entrance door, on your left was the big candy counter, which was the number one object. And 
then on the north wall all the patent medicines. As you proceeded in, there was a big coffee grinder and a hand of 
bananas. If you went still further to go out to the back part, there were the buggy whips, which hung in a little 
circular affair, and also the sugar and flour barrels. 

On the south side of the store was a little cubicle where the bookkeeping was done. Also on the south side 
was another showcase with odds and ends and a big counter with dry goods, yard goods. All shapes, sizes, colors 
and dimensions and so forth on rolls. Of course, people did more of their own millinery work in those days. And | 
remember there was a big iron safe where the bookkeeping was don—! suppose to keep their money and stuff. 

They delivered, too. George Wiley used to go around and take the orders today and make the delivery 
tomorrow. They had a horse and wagon, one of the old covered wagons, like a butcher’s cart. 

Then there was a sort of separation, almost a partition between the two sides. Beyond the partition there 
was a big wooden box that had rubber boots, one of the necessities of the day. There were slickers, rain gear, all 
that sort of thing. A staircase led upstairs, just before you went out to the back part of the store. Up there they had 
dishwares and such things, odds and ends. 

And if you went out to the next part of the building, you’d be into where they did their deliveries, unloaded 
their eggs and the grain, and where George Wiley’s delivery wagon was. There was a big, big ice chest out there 
where the soda pop and the salt pork and the meat was kept. Downstairs from there was a molasses barrel where 
the molasses was kept. Someone left the spigot open one day and the barrel of molasses went all over the floor 
and we always smelled that nice aroma afterwards. 

The next section out was where the grain and that sort of thing, coal, hardware and so forth were kept. 
Beyond that was a sort of enclosure where all the cartons and debris was kept. Then there was a small, one-car 
garage. Beyond that was the barn with its attached sheds. In the barn was a nice buggy, a rubber-tired buggy and 
an old R.E.O. truck they had scrapped. The horse was kept off to one side of that. Another shed was just near the 
road from that.® 


Truck farmer Arthur Benner Sr. stated that Brackett’s store carried shoes, boots, dry goods, drugs, tobacco, perfumes, 
stationery, clocks and watches, and jewelry, including “Attleboro diamond rings.” North Eastham mechanic Arthur Nickerson, 
born in 1915, recalled that Brackett extended “liberal longtime credit” and that customers who ordered fertilizer through the store 
picked it up on “the honor system” after it arrived by rail at the North Eastham depot. 


4 Arthur H. Cobb to Samuel F. Brackett, 10 October 1903, BCD 265:157. 

5 Yarmouth Register, 5 March 1937, 1, stated that Brackett was then clearing the stumps from his land “as he makes room for the houses on 

wheels.” 

§ Benner interview quoted in Don Sparrow, “Travels down Memory Lane to Brackett’s Store,” Register, 25 January 2001, S8-9, S27. 
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By the early 1930s, the Depression-induced shortage of cash coupled with the arrival of grocery chain stores in Orleans, and 
perhaps with the death of Annie Brackett in April 1932, to compel Brackett to close the store in 1933.” The Hyannis Patriot 
reported at the time, “It is about the last of the general stores on the Cape where one can buy almost anything from a paper of 
pins to a carload of fertilizer. The fame of the store is spread over the entire Cape and regret that it is going out of business will 
be general and genuine.” Brackett did not sell the building to George E. Morse until 1944, and Morse is said to have taken down 
the barn and several of the sheds of the property. 


Born in East Weymouth in 1902, George Edward Morse was working as an interior decorator in 1930 and boarding in the 
Plympton household of Mary S. DeWolf, a widow from either England or Canada, who had come to the United States in 1923 
with her son James, born in 1917. In 1940 and 1942 Morse was still boarding in the home of DeWolf, who worked as a decorator 
with artificial flowers. Although it is not documented, the two had probably married by 1944 when they bought the Brackett store 
property. The Morses began a small factory making oven mitts, slippers, and other quilted goods in the former store, and older 
Eastham residents remember that Mary S. Morse kept a pet monkey that entertained workers and visitors. The Morses were 
sued in 1956 by Boston Quilting Corporation and some of their real estate attached and sold, but when 580 Massasoit Road was 
sold in December 1971 it belonged to the estate of Mary S. Morse.° 


The former North Eastham store was sold to Donald W. Delaney of North Eastham, and he and his wife Virginia placed the 
property in trust in 1986; the trust is the owner of record in 2020. In 1984 the Delaneys leased the first floor of the building to the 
Friends of the Eastham Council on Aging, who opened a thrift store there in December of that year. In its first year of operation, 
the thrift shop earned $17,000 toward the cost of building a new Council on Aging building in town. As of 2020 the thrift shop 
continued to operate at 580 Massasoit Road.'° 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from NW. 


View from SE. 
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